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Purpose:
In this activity, children learn letter recognition by identifying and pronouncing letters 
of the alphabet.

Materials:
child chairs placed in a circle; alphabet cards; lively music; a container

Directions:
Choose alphabet letters according to each child’s learning needs: one card for each 
child in kindergarten, two cards for each child in fi rst grade. Mix up the cards and place 
them in the container. 

Have the children sit on the chairs in the circle. Say “Starting with [child’s name], you 
will come up one at a time and take a letter from the container. After you take the 
letter, please return to your seat in the circle.” When all of the children are reseated, 
say “I would like you to take turns naming your letter and saying one word that begins 
with that letter. We’ll start with [child’s name].” If a child is having diffi culty thinking 
of a word, encourage the other children to offer word choices. Encourage discussion 
with questions such as:

• “Is your letter a tall letter or a short letter?”

• “Does your letter have a tail?”

• “Does anyone have a name that begins with that letter?”

Next, ask the children to stand behind their chairs and place the alphabet cards on 
them. Say “When the music begins, slowly walk around the backs of the chairs. When 
the music stops, pick up the letter on the chair in front of you, and sit on the chair. 
Then, taking turns, I would like you to name your letter and one word that begins with 
that letter.”

Continue this process until each child has identifi ed each letter and given one word 
that begins with that letter. 

Practice:
A variation of this activity is to have the children think of two words for their letter. 
For more challenge, have the children think of a word that ends with their letter. 

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Musical Alphabet
Strand: Phonics

Benchmark: Alphabet Recognition

Grades: K–1
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