SKILL Assessep PWHAT The CORE Vocabulary Sereening measures how
Readi ng Vocabul dry well students know the meaning of grade-level words they read
T silently, The rask involves reading a word in g box and choosing
o which of three answer choices means aboug the same as the word
1-8 in the box. It is » pure measure of reading vocabulary in that there
LT e is no need to com prehiend text in order to complere the rask and.

Grada Laval

Lan_gua_gi m——e thereis no context to provide clucs to the meaning of the word,
English '
T T e >wuy Vocabulary knowledge is critical 1o understanding

G i . .
fiupngm I gradenappropnare text. Even students who are good decoders wil]
Group/Individuyat have ditficuley comprehending whar they read if they do not have

adequare vocabulary knowledge, The CORE Vocabulary Sereening

Approximata Testin Time . . s

PProxima L 9Time can identify students whose vocabulary knowledge i significandly

10-20 Minutes lower than thag of thei peers.

Materials , : . . . :

T PHOW Students are tested in groups or individually; they

* Teacher lnstructions read a word in a box and choose (by underlining) one of the three
(pp.120-122) answer choices which meang about the same as che word in the

= Pencil

box. The words in the boxes were chosen because they typically
* Student Record Forms ang Keys . . . . . .
©p123-146) appear in both literature and tnstructional texe in a given grade.
pp.123-1: . -
T e The correer answer 15 a synonym or fear-synonym from a lower
Author grade. Two forms, A and B, are provided for each grade Jevel,

Michael Mitone, Ph.p, Make a copy of the assessment for each studeny, Be sure students
have a penceil or pen to mark their answers, Have students wrige

their names and ¢he date ar the top of the page., i

Read these directions to the studen 150 This activity is abons word ;
meaning. You will read a4 wor) i box and some orher words in the
swme row. Underline the ansier ther means the same gy abour the
same as the word in the box. W will begin with 4 sample item. I opk
at the sample ar the 20p of the page. Read the word in the box: and the
other words in the row Which answer mean; about the same a5 sy

3
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word in the box? (pause) The word in the box is scream. The answer
that means about the same as scream is yell; undertine yell. (Allow

time for students to answer.)

Now we will do more items like the sample. For each item, read the
ward in the box. Think about what it neans and then read the other
words in the row. You should choose the answer that means the same
or about the same as the word in the box; underline the answer you
think is correct. Do you have any questions? (Answer any questions
students have.) You may begin now.

Allow time for students to fill in their answers, If some students
are lagging behind the others and need additional time, you
may allow them to complete the assessment on their own at a
different time.

The CORFE Vocabulary Screening Tests for Grades 1-8 and the
Answer Keys are on the following pages.

PWHAT IT MEANMS  The resultsof the reading
vocabulary assessment are reported as the number of words -
correct {see chart below). A student who scores ar the Intensive
level (49% or less correct) may be having significant difficulty
with understanding grade-level material because of insufficient
vocabulary knowledge. A student who scores at the Straregic level
(between 50% and 74% correct) may be having some difficulty
understanding grade-level marerial because of insufficient

vocabulary knowledge. A student who scores at the Benchmark
level (75% or more correct) has adequate vocabulary knowledge
for typical reading,

. Performance l.aﬁ:__el--;- © Proportion Correct Words Correct

‘Benchmark " 75%ormore 23-30
Strategic 0 .. between 50-74% 15-22
EnteﬂSive 49% or less 0-14

CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING o 121




|

For progress monitoring purposes, the vocabulary assessment may
be used more than once if the students receive no feedback about
their responses. The two versions (A and B) of the assessment are
approximately parallel forms and can be used for pre- and post-
assessments ot can be alternated for progress monitoring purposes.

It is important to keep in mind that progress monitoring for
vocabulary is different from many ocher skill areas. Letter
recognition, word decoding, and oral fluency skills reflect che
application of a relatively small set of sound/spelling correspon-
dences and are quickly responsive to direct instruction and
meaningful practice. Vocabulary differs in that only a relatively
small number of words are taught directly, and most vocabulary
development occurs incidentally through oral interaction and
reading. For these reasons, the CORE Vocabulary Screeninig is more
useful for identifying students who have insufficient vocabulary
knowledge than for monitoring student progress.

PWHAT'S MEXT? Vocabulary development may be
improved somewhat through direct instruction and practice, but
the greatest gains will be the result of oral interaction and reading
material with a rich vocabulary. Typical conversation does little to
expand a student’s vocabulary because the pool of everyday words
is relatively small. Hearing grade-level or higher text read aloud,
paired reading of grade level text, and independent reading con-
tribute in a meaningful way to vocabulary acquisition, particularly
when it is supported by feedback from peers and adults. In
addition, students’ ability to understand word meanings can be

enhanced through instruction and practice in strucrural analysis
and using contrext,
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 1A
scream  yell
gift present
below under
breeze wind
rip tear
carpet rug
ocean sea
quit stop
jacket coat
large big
noise sound
shop buy
feel touch
peek look
enjoy like
beat hic
clip cut
afraid scared
listen hear
trail path
little small
suddenly  quickly
unhappy  sad
difficule  hard
woman  lady
merry happy
sip drink
napping  sleeping
trap catch
auto car
hop jump

Sample
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FORM 1B
owns has
spin turn
hurry rush
careless  sloppy
sleepy tired
evening  night
drag pull
stone rock
begin start
wise smart
blanket cover
quick fast
stir  mix
angry mad
forest woods
piece part
thoughts  ideas
ship boat
leaving going
bake cook
wonderful good
road street
greater bigger
loud noisy
clean wash
tricked fooled
town city
shue close
shove push
over above
kind nice

Copyright © 2008 by Acsdemic Therapy Publications
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Sample

Al
A2
A3
A4
AS
A6
A7
A8
A9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

A -

CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 2A
swift fast
gather collect
chunk piece
certain sure
greedy selfish
ache pain
build make
gladly happily
dash run
place put
toss throw
pail bucket
foolish silly
base bottom
rescue save
equal same
kettle pot
spoiled ruined
understand  know
completed finished
huge big
lovely prezty
bright shiny
nearly almost
terrible awful
harm hure
artach join
raise life
choose pick
finish end
shour . yell

Sample
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FORM 2B
village town
center middle
autumn fall
grin smile
repair fix
cheered yelled
flaming burning
speak talk
stained dirty
gentle soft
friendly nice
jerk pull
slide stip
plenty enough
appear seem
freezing cold
leap jump
calm still
slope hill
fold bend
brook creek
pitched threw
sudden quick
switch change
cattle cows
chuckle laugh
staré look
patched fixed
discover find
notice see
bother tease
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 3A
soaked wet
invite ask
battle fight
polite nice
silent quiet
character  person
select choose
starving  hungry
tune music
fearful afraid
awlward  clumsy
curious strange
removed  took
heap pile
flock group
stumble  fall
admire like
tug pull
Aame fire
rinse wash
dull boring
entire all
glistening  shining
damage  break
trim cut
clump bunch
pause wait
scent smell
matching alike
thief robber
distant far

meadow  field

fyv )
O

FORM 3B
Sample
hoaof Joor
B 1 simple easy
B 2 hollow empty
B 3 tremble  shake
B 4 dawn morning
B5 wust believe
B 6 within inside
B 7 steal take
B 8 filthy dircy
B9 waste trash
B 10  roast cook
B 11  replied answered
B 12 shift move
B 13 basement cellar
B 14  tender soft
B 15 searched looked
B 16 enormous large
B 17 avenue street
B 18 boast brag
B 19 galloping running
B 20 remain stay
B 21 giggled  laughed
B 22 creep craw}
B 23 guide lead
B 24 evil bad
B 25 journey trip
B 26 sob cry
B 27  disturb bother
B 28 chore job
B
B

W
<

plate dish
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 4A
mention  say
roaming walking
wildlife animals
locate find

“gobble eat
shiver shake
pebble stone
cord string
trace draw
familiar known
riddle puzzle
plunge dive
capture catch
pleasant nice
whirl spin
necessary  needed
odd strange
sway bend
canyon valley
garbage rrash
flavor taste
slick slippery
weep cry
bruised hurt
command  order
honest true
legend story
view see
expensive  costly
ancient old
examine check

Sample

= v < B v = R v« Bt o« B v < B v B < g =
W0 N N W Wb W

== Rl v = v~ R o e R < B o SIS < I o e I o~ B o« B+ s B v v B o S o o B o < B = < B« < B« < B o » B < B o =

U b BN B R BR N N R e ke e o b = e e el s
Lo BN T e R 7. T N S N I e BN B AN B = UL W T N UL N R S o

FORM 4B
rim edge
several few
nasty bad
voyage trip
grasp hold
fortunate  lucky
exchange  switch
shriek yell
gleam shine
container  box
rage anger
weary tired
limb branch
object thing
vanish disappear
performers  actors
final last
soil dirt
blend mix
mend fix
spare extra
relax rest
cheerful happy
tow pull
dangled hung
transfer change
burst broke
pasture field
jog fun
powerful  strong
burrow hole
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FORM 5A
fling throw
splendid wonderful
cowardly afraid
shrub bush
cling hold
hoisted lifted
stroll walk
delay wait
decision choice
vibrate shake
miserable sad
slice cut
concerned worrted
chant song
boulder rock
attempt try
uncommon  rare
district area
glimpse see
convention  meeting
dense thick
occasionally  sometimes
abandon leave
scrub clean
gulped swallowed
drain empty
gale storm
bathed washed
wemendous  powerful
symbol sign
inspect check

Sample
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FORM 5B
value worth
witnessed saw
secure safe
crate box
dread fear
permit allow
alter change
thaw melt
twirl spin
instruct teach
demonstrate  show
risky dangerous
sturdy strong
squirm wiggle
gently softly
furious angry
desire want
coarse rough
dodge move
task job
bloom flower
initial first
defeac beat
hunch guess
snatch grab
sketch draw
chilly cool
courage bravery
chamber room
connect join
drowsy tired
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

|

FORM 6A FORM 6B
Sample Sample
gesture movement gorge valley
A 1 display show B 1 quantity amount
A2  senuy guard B 2 conclusion end
A 3 physician  doctor B 3 method way
A 4 adore love B 4 required needed
A5  summit top B 5 combine  join
A 6 regulate control B 6 estimate guess
A7 error mistake B 7 annoy bother
A 8 conflicr battle B 8 devoured ate
A 9 conceal hide B 9 courteous polite
A 10 applaud clap B 10 employee  worker
A 11  memorize remember B 11  superb wonderful
A 12 circular round B 12 respond answer
A 13 resign quit B 13 vacant empty
A 14 rapid fast B 14 major tmportant
A 15 restricted  limited B 15 image picture
A 16 core center B 16 lengthy long
A 17  infant baby B 17  assistant helper
A 18  gracious kind B 18 revolve turn
A 19 absurd silly ‘B 19  perspire sweat
A 20 local nearby B 20 cautious  careful
A 21  odor smell B 21  occur happen
A 22 drench wet B 22  reduce lessen
A 23 decay rot B 23  shacter break
A 24  request ask B 24 parcel package
A 25 arire clothing B 25 twine string
A 26  moist damp B 26 doze sleep
A 27 frequent  often B 27 remote far
A 28  peddle sell B 28  active lively
A 29 terrifying  scary B 29 genuine real
A 30  ypical normal B 30 contribute give
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FORM 7A
fabric cloth
recall remember
reveal show
incomplete  unfinished
flaw weakness
ballad song
broth soup
donate give
originared began
humid damp
chasm gap
fragile breakable
amusement  fun
utter say
abrupt quick
misery sadness
crimson red
confront challenge
regularly frequencly
depart leave
initiate start
jubilant happy
notable important
overdue late
massive large
persuasive convincing
haste speed
comimerce business
detect find
tedious boring
enthusiastic  excited

Sample
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 7B
consumer buyer
wary cautious
postpone delay
similar alike
pursue chase
bashful shy
repeatedly often
option choice
utilize use
conceit pride
cherish love
isolared alone
formerly before
hub center
eternity forever
modify change
persist continue
inactive still
fee price
ourcome result
currencly now
mimic copy
caviry hole
ajar open
infinite unlimiced
dismayed concerned
desolate empty
elevated high
frigid cold
linger wait

approximately nearly
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CORE VOCABULARY SCREENING KEY

FORM 8A FORM 8B
Sample Sample
loathe hate occurrence  happening
A 1 prosper succeed B 1  mishap accident
A 2 intricate complex B 2 specific detailed
A3 brawl fight B 3  hazard danger
A4 forify strengthen B 4 procedure ~ method
A 5 revision improvement B 5 significant important
A 6 implore beg B 6 acceleration  speed
A7 jovia cheerful B 7 portrait picture
A 8  exterior outside B 8 genial friendly
A9  verdict decision B 9 capsize overturn
A 10 precise exact B 10 inhale breathe
A 11 abode house B 11 frank honest
A 12 baffling puzzling B 12 gingerly carcfully
A 13  merge join B 13  beverage drink
A 14 pact agreement B 14  adequate enough
A 15 resume continue B 15 ravine valley
A 16 sequence order B 16 convert change
A 17  evade avoid B 17  luster shine
A {s consequence  result B 18 irk bather
A 19  hamper limic B 19 substantial  large
A 20 speculate guess B 20 maximum most
A 21  accumulate  gather B 21  authentic real
A 22 motive reason B 22 tremor shaking
A 23  deduct suberact B 23  valor bravery
A 24  maneuver move B 24 scorch burn
A 25  situated located B 25 reunion meeting
A 26 uproar noise B 26 lapse break
A 27 swindle cheat B 27 wily clever
A 28  hostage captive B 28 diminish lessen
A 29 apparel clothing B 29 ignite light
A 30 chime ring B 30 client customer
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